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PRESS RELEASE

Karviná, 12 September 2024
THE BALLAD OF A MINER: ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF MINING IN ART
Continuing their established cooperation, the statutory city of Karviná and the National Gallery Prague have joined forces to curate a new exhibition at the Lottyhaus Gallery in Karviná’s Fryštát Chateau, showcasing works centred around mining themes.

The exhibition, titled The Ballad of a Miner: One Hundred Years of Mining in Art, conceptualised by the National Gallery Prague, had its grand opening on Thursday, 12 September 2024.

“I am pleased that we have continued our successful and long-standing cooperation with the National Gallery Prague and have developed a project closely tied to our city and region. My hope is that the exhibition will attract not only the citizens of Karviná, but also art lovers from across the country, who will have the chance to discover our city,” said Jan Wolf, Mayor of Karviná (SOCDEM).

“It is a great pleasure for us to establish a new permanent exhibition of the National Gallery Prague here in Fryštát and be able to contribute to the local cultural landscape. This region has always been a crossroads of various cultural influences and has experienced many dramatic changes over the years. The history of the area is reflected in part through the art we display, in which we see simplicity, sobriety, realism, the rawness of human life, and often unembellished experiences. Collaboration with regional partners is one of our core missions, and I am delighted that our partnership has resulted in such a beautiful outcome in Karviná,” explains Alicja Knast, Director General of the National Gallery Prague.

The exhibition, open year-round with an entrance fee of 40 CZK, features mining-themed works from the National Gallery Prague's collection, complemented by pieces on loan by contemporary artists. It spans several historical periods: the interwar years in Czechoslovakia, the Second World War, the post-war era of state socialism and normalisation, and the post-revolutionary period marked by the decline of coal mining. “The exhibition attempts to answer two mutually related questions: What can be learned about mining through the image it has left in art history, and how does art history of the past hundred years appear when viewed through the lens of mining?” reveals Rado Ištok, the curator of the exhibition.

The exhibition showcases works by renowned Czech artists such as Josef Čapek, Otto Gutfreund, Karel Holan, Jiří John, Jaroslav Král, Jan Lauda, Kamil Lhoták, and Jan Zrzavý. “Visitors also have the opportunity to see pieces by artists associated with the mining regions of Ostrava-Karviná, Most, and Kladno, including Bohdan Kopecký, Ferdiš Duša, Květa Válová, Jindřich Wielgus, and Vilém Wünsche, as well as works by contemporary artists such as Jonáš Czesaný and Karviná natives Václav Jirásek and Jakub Špaňhel,” adds Roman Nogol, secretary of the Karviná municipality.

In previous years, the same premises of Fryštát Chateau in Karviná housed a National Gallery Prague exhibition focused on 19th-century Czech art. In 2018, the gallery exhibited Josef Mánes’ Portrait of Johanka Dvořáková from Karviná. This work is considered one of Mánes' most remarkable watercolours. The renowned Czech painter, known for his admiration of female beauty, chose a 17-year-old girl as his model, who was later depicted on a Czechoslovak banknote.
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